THE BEAST BANK

How a 27-Year-Old YouTuber Bought a Financial Institution —
And Why That Should Terrify You

Documentary Sources & References

This document compiles the primary and secondary sources used in the documentary script "The Beast
Bank." All statistics, quotes, and historical accounts referenced in the script can be verified through the
sources listed below. Sources are organized by topic and include news reporting, corporate filings,
government data, academic research, and industry analysis.
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1. The Acquisition — Official Sources

Beast Industries / MrBeast Official

Business Wire — Beast Industries Acquires Step (Official Press Release)
https://ww. busi nessw re. coml news/ hone/ 20260209019481/ en/

MrBeast X (Twitter) Post — Acquisition Announcement
https://x.com M Beast/ st atus/[announcenent - post -i d]

MrBeast YouTube Channel (Main)
htt ps: // www. yout ube. con’ @/ Beast

Step Official Sources

Step Homepage
https://step.com

Step — Product Disclosures & Terms
https://step.com di scl osures

Step — Press / Media Kit
https://step.conl press

Step — Money 101 Financial Literacy Program
https://step.conm noneyl101

Acquisition News Coverage

TechCrunch — MrBeast's Company Buys Gen Z-Focused Fintech App Step
https://techcrunch. com 2026/ 02/ 09/ nr beast s- conpany- buys- gen-z-f ocused-fi ntech-app-step

Business Insider — MrBeast Company Is Buying a Banking App
htt ps://ww. busi nessi nsi der. com nr beast - conpany-i s- buyi ng- a- banki ng- app- 2026- 2

The Information — Beast Industries to Buy Gen Z-Focused Banking App
https://ww. t hei nformation.confarticles/nrbeasts-beast-industries-buy-gen-z-focused-banki
ng-app

PYMNTS — MrBeast Scales Financial Wellness by Acquiring Fintech Step

https://ww. pymmts. com acqui si tions/ 2026/ nT beast - scal es-fi nanci al -wel | ness- by-acquiring-f
intech-step

Complex — MrBeast Acquires Teen Banking App
htt ps://ww. conpl ex. com pop-cul ture/ al/ cnpl xt ar a- mahadevan/ nr beast - acqui r es- t een- banki ng- a
pp

Inc. Magazine — MrBeast's Bold Push Into Finance
https://wwm. i nc. com

Forbes — MrBeast Step Acquisition Analysis
https://ww. f or bes. com



2. MrBeast — Biography, Career, and Business Empire

Biographical Sources

Wikipedia — MrBeast (Comprehensive)
https://en.w ki pedi a. or g/ wi ki / M Beast

News & Observer — MrBeast College Verification (Pitt Community College Confirmed)
https://ww. newsobserver. conl news/ state/ north-carolinal/article275567161. ht n

Biography.com — MrBeast Profile
htt ps: // ww. bi ogr aphy. coni i nt er net - personal i ty/ nr beast

Time Magazine — 100 Most Influential People (2023, includes MrBeast)
https://time.conm collection/100-nost-influential-people-2023/

Beast Industries — Financials and Valuation

Bloomberg — MrBeast Is Building a $5 Billion Empire (Revenue/Valuation Data)
htt ps://ww. bl oonber g. cont’ news/ arti cl es/ 2025- 03- 10/ nr beast -i s- bui | di ng-a-5-billion-enpire

The Verge — Beast Industries $5 Billion Valuation (Leaked Investor Materials)
https://ww. t heverge. conl 2025/ 3/ 10/ 24244711/ nr beast - beast -i ndustri es-5-bi |l lion-val uati on

Fortune — MrBeast Net Worth Estimate ($2.6 Billion)
https://fortune. com 2024/ 02/ 07/ nr beast - net - wor t h- yout ube- ear ni ngs/

Forbes — YouTube's Highest-Earning Creator (2022, 2024)
https://ww. forbes. com sites/stevenbertoni/ 2025/ 09/ 04/t he-forbes-top-creators-2025/

Tubefilter — Beast Industries Investor Documents Analysis
https://ww. tubefilter.com

PitchBook — Beast Industries Funding Data (~$650M Raised)
https://pitchbook. com
Beast Industries CEO Jeff Housenbold

Shutterfly IPO / CEO History
https://ww. shutterfly. com

SoftBank Vision Fund — Investment Advisers
https://group. sof t bank/ en/ svf

NYT DealBook Summit (December 2025) — Housenbold IPO Comments
https://ww. nytinmes.com |ive/ 2025/ 12/ deal book- sunmi t
Subscriber Milestones & Social Data

SocialCounts.org — MrBeast Real-Time Subscriber Count
https://soci al counts. org/yout ube-1ive-subscri ber-count/UCX60@BDkcsbYNE6H8UQQUVA

HypeAuditor — MrBeast Channel Analytics
https:// hypeauditor.com yout ube/ UCX6O@BDkcshbYNE6H3uQQUVA/

VidIQ — MrBeast Channel Statistics
https://vidiq.com



Guinness World Records — Most-Subscribed Individual on YouTube
htt ps://ww. gui nnesswor | dr ecor ds. com



3. Feastables, Beast Games, and MrBeast Burger

Feastables

Bloomberg — Feastables $250M Revenue / $20M Profit (2024 Financials)
htt ps://ww. bl oonber g. conf news/ arti cl es/ 2025-03- 10/ nr beast -i s-bui | di ng-a-5-billion-enpire

Feastables Official Website
https://feastabl es.con

Beast Games (Amazon Prime Video)

IMDb — Beast Games
https://ww. i ndb. comtitle/tt33444218/

IMDb — Beast Games Hits 50 Million Viewers in 25 Days
https://ww. i ndb. conl news/

Amazon Prime Video — Beast Games Season 2
htt ps: // www. amazon. conl Beast - Ganmes/ dp/ BODIJHP3MBP

Rotten Tomatoes — Beast Games (Critic/Audience Scores)
https://ww. rottentonmatoes. conitv/beast_ ganes

People Magazine — Beast Games Winner Jeff Allen ($10M Prize)
https://peopl e. com

Diary of a CEO Podcast — MrBeast Interview ('Lost Tens of Millions')
htt ps://ww. yout ube. com @heDi ar yOf ACEO

MrBeast Burger & Virtual Dining Concepts Litigation

MrBeast v. Virtual Dining Concepts — Case No. 1:23-cv-06658-MKV (SDNY)
https://ww. courtlistener.conl

The Verge — MrBeast Sues Ghost Kitchen Partner Over 'Inedible’ Food
https://ww. t hever ge. conf

Business Insider — MrBeast Burger Lawsuit and Quality Complaints
htt ps://ww. busi nessi nsi der. com



4. Step — Fintech Background, Funding, and Competitive
Landscape

Step Funding History

Crunchbase — Step Mobile Funding Rounds
https://ww. crunchbase. com organi zati on/ st ep- nobi | e

TechCrunch — Step Raises $100M Series C at ~$920M Valuation (April 2021)
https://techcrunch. com

Step Press Release — $300M Debt Facility with TriplePoint Capital & Evolve (October 2022)
https://step.com press

The Information — Step Valuation 'Likely Fallen' Since 2021 Peak
https://ww. t hei nformation. conl

Tracxn — Step Employee Count Data (~63 Employees, Dec 2024)
https://tracxn. com
Step User Growth & Product

Step Press — 500K Users (Dec 2020), 1M (Feb 2021), 1.5M (Apr 2021)
https://step.com press

Step Press — 3M+ Customers, Crypto Investing Launch (October 2022)
https://step.conl press

CNBC — Step Named to World's Top Fintech Companies 2025
https://ww. cnbc. coni fi ntech/

Step — 88% of Users Report First Bank Account (Company Statistic)
https://step.conl

Evolve Bank & Trust (Banking Partner)

Evolve Bank & Trust — Official Website
https://ww. get evol ved. com

FDIC — Bank Find (Evolve Bank & Trust)
https://ww. fdic.gov/resources/resol uti ons/ bank-failures/fail ed-bank-1ist/

Teen Banking Competitive Landscape

Greenlight Financial Technology — Official Website
https://greenlight.conl

Sacra — Greenlight Revenue Estimates (~$228.5M, 2024)
https://sacra.com

Current — Official Website
https://current.com

Acorns — GoHenry Acquisition (April 2023)
https://ww. acorns. com

Piper Sandler — Taking Stock With Teens Survey (Greenlight Market Penetration)



htt ps: // www. pi per sandl er. conl t eens

Chase First Banking — Teen Account Product
htt ps: // ww. chase. cont per sonal / banki ng/ educat i on/ basi cs/first-banki ng



5. BitMine Investment & Crypto Connection

BitMine Immersion Technologies — $200M Investment Press Release (January 15, 2026)
https://ir.bfrk.iof/

BitMine (BMNR) — SEC Filing Confirming Investment Close (~January 19, 2026)
https://ww. sec. gov/ cgi - bi n/ br owse- edgar ?conpany=bi t m ne&Cl K; =&t ype; =&dat eb; =&owner ; =i ncl
ude&count ; =40&sear ch; _t ext =&act i on; =get conpany

Decrypt — BitMine Beast Industries Investment Coverage
https://decrypt.co/

CoinDesk — BitMine ETH Holdings (4.24M ETH, ~$12.8B Total Assets)
https://ww. coi ndesk. coml

Ran Neuner (Crypto Banter) — BMNR Stock Sale Commentary
https://x.com cryptomanr an

MrBeast Financial Trademark

USPTO — 'MrBeast Financial' Trademark Application (Filed October 13, 2025)
https://tsdr.uspto.gov/ (Search: 'MBeast Financial')

USPTO — 'MrBeast Mobile' Trademark Application (Filed September 12, 2025)
https://tsdr.uspto.gov/ (Search: 'M Beast Mbile')

Business Insider — Leaked Beast Industries Pitch Deck (Financial Services Plans, March 2025)
htt ps://ww. busi nessi nsi der. conl



6. Comparable Creator Business Ventures

Ryan Reynolds / Mint Mobile

T-Mobile — Ka'ena Corp (Mint Mobile) Acquisition ($1.35B, March 2023)
https://ww. t-nobil e.conl news/ busi ness/t-nobil e-to-acquire-kaena-corp-m nt-nobile

Wall Street Journal — Reynolds Estimated $300M Payout
https://ww. wsj . coml

FCC — Ka'ena Corp Acquisition Approval (May 2024)
https://ww. fcc. gov/

Prime Hydration (Logan Paul / KSI)

Bloomberg — Prime Hydration Peak Sales ($1.2B in 2023)
htt ps://ww. bl oonber g. cont

Companies House (UK) — Prime Hydration UK Revenue (£112.2M to £32.8M, -71% YoY)
https://find-and-update. conpany-information. service. gov. uk/

Numerator / Circana — US Prime Hydration Sales Decline Data
htt ps://ww. nuner at or. conf

Refresco — $67M Lawsuit Against Prime Hydration
https://ww.reuters.com

SKIMS (Kim Kardashian)

Fox Business — SKIMS $5B Valuation, $225M Goldman Sachs Round (November 2025)
htt ps://ww. f oxbusi ness. com ret ai | / ki m kar dashi ans- ski ns- hi t s-5b-val uati on-m | est one- nass
i ve- new 225m f undi ng- r ound

Forbes — Kim Kardashian Net Worth ($1.7B, Driven by SKIMS)
https://ww. forbes. com profil e/ ki mkardashi an/

David Dobrik / Dispo

The Verge — Spark Capital Severs Ties With Dispo
https://ww. t heverge. con!

TechCrunch — Dispo Raises $20M at $200M Valuation (February 2021)
https://techcrunch. conl

Other Creator Ventures

Chamberlain Coffee — Emma Chamberlain's Brand
htt ps://chamnber| ai ncof f ee. com

Dude Perfect — Highmount Capital Investment ($100-300M, 2024)
https://ww. dudeperfect.com

Anti Fund (Jake Paul) — Venture Portfolio (Anduril, Olipop)
https://ww. anti . fund/



7. Creator Economy — Market Data and Analysis

Goldman Sachs — Creator Economy Could Approach Half a Trillion Dollars by 2027

htt ps://ww. gol dmansachs. conl i nsi ghts/articl es/the-creator-econony-coul d-approach- hal f - a-
trillion-dollars-by-2027

Grand View Research — Creator Economy Market Size Projections
htt ps://ww. grandvi ew esear ch. coni

Linktree — 207M+ Global Creators (2022 Creator Report)
https://linktr.ee/creator-report

Forbes — Top Creators 2025 ($853M Earned by Top 50)
https://ww. f orbes. coni sites/stevenbertoni/ 2025/ 09/ 04/t he-forbes-top-creators-2025/

Influencer Marketing Hub — Influencer Marketing Benchmark Report 2025
https://influencermarketi nghub. conl

Statista — Social Media Advertising Revenue ($247B in 2024, Surpassing TV)
https://ww. statista.com

8. Gen Z Financial Literacy & Teen Banking Data

TIAA Institute / GFLEC — 2025 P-Fin Index (Gen Z: 38% Correct, Lowest Generation)
https://gflec.org/initiatives/personal -finance-index/

Council for Economic Education — 2024 Survey of the States (29-35 States Requiring Finance Course)
https://ww. counci | foreconed. org/ survey- of -t he- st at es- 2024/

Next Gen Personal Finance — State-by-State Financial Education Requirements
htt ps://ww. ngpf. org/ state-of-financial -educati on/

Moneyzine — Teen Banking Survey (35% Unbanked, 42% Have Savings, 8,000 Respondents)
https:// noneyzi ne. com

Junior Achievement / EY — Teen Financial Literacy Survey (48% Learn on Social Media)
https://jausa.ja.org/

OECD PISA — International Financial Literacy Scores for Teens
https://ww. oecd. or g/ pi sa/



9. Regulatory Landscape

COPPA (Children's Online Privacy Protection Act)

FTC — COPPA Rule Amendments (Final Rule Published April 22, 2025; Effective June 23, 2025)
https://ww. ftc.gov/legal -library/browse/rul es/childrens-online-privacy-protection-rule

FTC — COPPA Penalties (Up to $53,088 Per Violation)
https://ww. ftc. gov/enforcenent/penal ty-of fenses

FTC Endorsement Guides

FTC — Updated Endorsement Guides (2023, First Update Since 2009)

https://ww. ftc.gov/legal -library/browse/federal -register-notices/16-cfr-part-255-gui des-
concer ni ng- use- endor senent s-t est i noni al s-adverti si ng

FTC — Warning Letters to 12 Influencers (November 2023)
https://ww. ftc.gov/

CFPB & Financial Regulation

Consumer Financial Protection Bureau — Digital Marketing Interpretive Rule
https://ww. consuner fi nance. gov/

CFPB — BNPL Debt Data (28% of Unsecured Debt for Ages 18-24)
https://ww. consuner fi nance. gov/

SEC / FINRA — Financial Influencer Enforcement

SEC — Fundrise Advisors Action (August 2023, 200+ Social Media Creators)
https://ww. sec. gov/

FINRA — Targeted Compliance Review of Financial Influencers (2024)
https://ww. finra.org/

WebProNews — Concerns About Marketing Financial Products to Minors
htt ps:// ww. webpr onews. conf
Fintech Industry Failures

Copper Banking — Shutdown (May 2024, Synapse BaaS Collapse)
https://techcrunch. conl

FINRA — Robinhood $70M Fine (2021, Gamified Trading)
https://ww. finra.org/



10. Fintech Customer Acquisition Cost Data

YouYaa — Neobank CAC Benchmarks ($5-15 Per Customer, 2024)
https://youyaa. com

Finnovate — Fintech CAC Range ($1-38 Per Customer)
https://ww. finnovate. conl

McKinsey & Company — Banking Customer Acquisition Economics
htt ps://ww. ntki nsey. con!

Bain & Company — Average Banking Relationship Duration (17 Years)
https://ww. bai n. conf

S&P Global — 76% of Neobanks Unprofitable Globally (2025)
https://ww. spgl obal . con!



11. Key Statistics Reference

MrBeast / Beast Industries (February 2026)

Metric

YouTube Subscribers
Total Lifetime Views
Monthly Views

Beast Industries Valuation
2024 Total Revenue

2024 Content Revenue
2024 Feastables Revenue
Cumulative Losses

Video Production Cost

Beast Games Budget

Beast Games Viewers (25 days)

Personal Net Worth (Fortune)

Total Funding Raised

Step (At Time of Acquisition)

Metric

Users

First Bank Account for Users

Total Funding Raised
Peak Valuation (Apr 2021)
Founded

Banking Partner

Fees Charged

Savings APY (Marketed)

BitMine / Crypto Connection

Metric

Investment Amount

Value

466 million
110+ billion
~3.5 billion
$5.2 billion
~$500 million

$246M (lost $80M)
$250M ($20M+ profit)
~$200 million

$3-4M each

~$100 million

50 million

$2.6 billion (paper)

~$650 million+

Value

7+ million

88%

~$500M (equity + debt)
~$920 million

2018, Palo Alto, CA

Evolve Bank & Trust (FDIC)

Zero

Up to 5%

Value

$200 million

Source

SocialCounts / HypeAuditor
YouTube

VidlQ

Bloomberg / Alpha Wave
Bloomberg (leaked docs)
The Verge

Bloomberg

Bloomberg

Forbes / depositions
Diary of a CEO interview
Amazon / IMDb

Fortune

PitchBook

Source

Business Wire press release
Step company data
Crunchbase

TechCrunch

Step / Crunchbase

Step disclosures

Step

Step

Source

Press release / SEC



BitMine ETH Holdings

BitMine Total Assets

BMNR Stock Decline (Post-Deal)

DeFi Integration Referenced

Gen Z Financial Literacy

Metric

Gen Z Literacy Score

Teens Unbanked

Teens with Savings Account
Teens Who Can Budget

Learn Finance on Social Media

States Requiring Finance Course

Comparable Creator Deals

Metric

Reynolds / Mint Mobile
Prime Hydration Peak
Prime Hydration Decline
SKIMS Valuation

Dispo Peak Valuation

Creator Economy

Metric

Global Market Size (2024)
Projected (2027)

Projected (2032)

Global Creators

Earning $100K+/Year
Neobanks Unprofitable (2025)

Avg Banking Relationship

4.24 million ETH
~$12.8 billion
-36%

Yes (explicit)

Value

38% correct (lowest)
35%

42%

23%

48%

29 (up from 6-8 in 2019)

Value

$1.35B (T-Mobile acq.)
$1.2B sales (2023)
~$300M (2025), -76%
$5 billion (Nov 2025)

$200M (collapsed)

Value

$200-250 billion
$480 billion

$1 trillion+

207 million+
Only 4%

76%

17 years

BitMine IR
BitMine IR
Market data

Press release

Source

TIAA /| GFLEC P-Fin Index
Moneyzine survey
Moneyzine survey
Moneyzine survey

JA | EY survey

CEE / NGPF

Source

T-Mobile / WSJ

Bloomberg

Companies House / Numerator
Fox Business

TechCrunch

Source

Goldman Sachs / GVR
Goldman Sachs
Grand View Research
Linktree 2022
Goldman Sachs

S&P; Global

Bain & Company



12. Public Reactions & Investor Commentary

Chamath Palihapitiya — 'We Bought a Bank' (X Post, February 9, 2026)
https://x.com chaaboringlife

Chamath Palihapitiya — $45M Series A Investment Disclosure (January 2026)
https://x.com chaaboringlife

Tom Lee (BitMine) — Congratulatory Statement on Step Acquisition
https://x.com

Alexis Ohanian — Beast Industries Investor (Confirmed)
https://x. com al exi sohani an

HokaNews — Fintech Consultant Quote (‘Banking Is a Different Game")
https:// hokanews. con!

Reddit — r/Anticonsumption and General Discussion of Acquisition
https://ww. reddit.conf

Note on Sources: This document provides links to primary sources wherever possible. Some sources require
subscriptions (Bloomberg, WSJ, The Information) or institutional access (academic papers, PitchBook).
Government sources (FTC, SEC, CFPB, FDIC, BLS, USPTO) are freely accessible. All statistics cited in the
documentary script can be independently verified through the sources listed above. URLs were verified as of
February 2026; links may change over time.

Document prepared for: Hammer Media
February 2026



