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This document contains all sources and references cited in the Front Page Documentaries video "Why

Dating Apps Declined." Sources are organized by topic and include direct links where available. Financial

data was verified as of March 3, 2026. Demographic and survey data reflects the most recent available

publications at time of production.

This documentary presents a centrist, fact-based analysis. It does not endorse any political position. Where

claims from partisan sources are referenced, they are identified as such. Viewers are encouraged to consult

the primary sources listed below and form their own conclusions.



1. Stock & Financial Data

• Match Group (MTCH) Investor Relations
https://ir.mtch.com

Q4 2025 earnings: $878M revenue (+2% YoY), FY2025 $3.487B (flat), 14.5M payers (-5% YoY). All-time high
$170.49 (Oct 21, 2021). Current ~$31.

• Bumble (BMBL) Investor Relations
https://ir.bumble.com

Q1 2025: $247.1M revenue (-7.7% YoY), 2.7M Bumble app payers. All-time high $78.89 (Feb 16, 2021). Current
~$3. All-time low $2.61 (Feb 19, 2026).

• Grindr (GRND) Investor Relations
https://ir.grindr.com

Q3 2025: $115.8M revenue (+30% YoY), 47.4% EBITDA margin, 15M+ MAU, 151 employees. Revenue
approaching $440M annually.

• Yahoo Finance — Historical Stock Data
https://finance.yahoo.com

Download CSVs for MTCH, BMBL, GRND from /quote/[TICKER]/history/. Used for stock chart overlays and price
verification.

• MacroTrends — Stock Price History
https://www.macrotrends.net/stocks/charts/MTCH/match-group/stock-price-history

Multi-year price charts for Match Group, Bumble, Grindr. All-time high and 52-week range data.

• Spark Networks (LOV) — SEC Filings / Reuters
Delisted from stock exchange 2023. Filed for insolvency January 2026. Operated Zoosk, Christian Mingle, JDate,
SilverSingles, EliteSingles.

• Tinder SPARKS 2026 Product Event
https://ir.mtch.com

Announced March 12, 2026. First-ever Tinder product showcase event. Spencer Rascoff (ex-Zillow co-founder)
as new CEO since Jan 2025.

2. Demographic & Social Science Data

• General Social Survey (GSS)
https://gss.norc.org

Adults 18-29 reporting no sex past year: 12% (2010) to 24% (2024). Weekly sex adults 18-64: 55% (1990) to 37%
(2024). Running since 1972.

• CDC National Survey of Family Growth (NSFG)
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nsfg/

Male virginity ages 22-34: 4% (2013) to 10% (2023). Male sexlessness: 9% to 24%. Female virginity: 5% to 7%.
Female sexlessness: 8% to 13%.
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• Pew Research Center
https://www.pewresearch.org

63% of men under 30 single vs 34% women. Online dating adoption and attitude surveys. Loneliness data: 16%
men, 15% women feel lonely 'all or most of the time.'

• U.S. Census Bureau — Families & Living Arrangements
https://www.census.gov/topics/families.html

Median first marriage age: 30.8 men, 28.4 women. 25% of 40-year-olds never married (vs 6% in 1980). 19.2% of
adults 25-34 live with parents.

• Bureau of Labor Statistics — American Time Use Survey
https://www.bls.gov/tus/

Time spent with friends among young adults: 12.8 hrs/wk (2010) to 5.1 hrs/wk (2024). Sharp decline began
2010-2012.

• Stanford 'How Couples Meet' Study — Michael Rosenfeld
https://web.stanford.edu/~mrosenfe/

Online dating became #1 method by 2021 (50%+). Through friends: 33% to 15%. Through work: 19% to 11%.
Through family: 15% to 7%.

3. Global Fertility & Population Data

• World Bank — Fertility Rate Data
https://data.worldbank.org

Indicator: SP.DYN.TFRT.IN. US 1.6, South Korea 0.72, Japan 1.2, China 1.09, Italy 1.24, Hungary 1.39, UK 1.56,
France 1.68.

• Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME)
https://www.healthdata.org

Lancet 2024: By 2100, 198 of 204 countries below replacement fertility. Only 6 above: Samoa, Somalia, Tonga,
Niger, Chad, Tajikistan.

• The Lancet — Pro-Natal Policy Effectiveness (2025)
Systematic review: cash benefits primarily shift timing of births rather than total children. Nordic work-life balance
policies outperform cash incentives (~1.7 TFR).

• Statistics Korea (KOSTAT)
https://kostat.go.kr

South Korea TFR 0.72 — lowest ever recorded by any nation. Births down ~70% in 3 decades. Government spent
$270B+ on pro-natal programs.

• Japan Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare
https://www.mhlw.go.jp

42% of single men 18-34 virgins (2023 survey). Population declining since 2011. 1 in 8 children born via IVF.

• CBO Long-Term Budget Outlook
Projects US fertility rate stays at approximately 1.6 for the next three decades.
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4. Dating App Industry & User Behavior

• Forbes Health — Dating App Burnout Survey (2025)
https://www.forbes.com/health/

78% burnout overall. 79% Gen Z. 65% Millennials. 61% hit burnout within 3 months. 74% delete within first month.

• AppsFlyer — Dating App Download Data
https://www.appsflyer.com

69% of dating apps downloaded in 2025 deleted within one month. Global downloads: 287M (2019) to 237M
(2024), -17.5%.

• Sensor Tower / data.ai — App Download Tracking
US Tinder downloads -14% (Jan 2024-Jan 2025). Bumble -19%. Used for download trend verification.

• Tyson et al. (2016) — 'A First Look at User Activity on Tinder'
Male match rate ~0.6%. Female match rate ~10.5%. Men swipe right ~61%, women ~5%. Published in ASONAM
conference proceedings.

• OkCupid Blog Post — 'Your Looks and Your Inbox' (2009)
https://web.archive.org

Women rated 80% of men as 'below average' attractiveness. Origin of the internet's '80/20 theory.' Archived via
Wayback Machine.

• The Black Tux — Dating Cost Analysis
Average date: $155.78 NYC, $144.94 SF, $127.18 Miami, $87.85 Oklahoma City. Active dater annual cost:
$2,323.

• Bank of America — Gen Z Survey
53% of Gen Z adults spend $0/month on dating.

• Ofcom (UK) — Dating App User Data
1.4 million UK users left dating apps May 2023-May 2024. Tinder lost 594K, Bumble 368K, Hinge 131K.

5. Regulatory & Legal Actions

• Federal Trade Commission (FTC) — Match Group Order (August 2025)
https://www.ftc.gov

$14M settlement. Three charges: deceptive 'free 6-month guarantee,' promotional emails using known scam
accounts, retaliatory account locks for chargebacks.

• Oksayan v. Match Group Inc. (Valentine's Day 2024)
Class-action filed in federal court. Alleges 'dopamine-manipulating product features' creating 'gamblers.' Sent to
arbitration under Match TOS.

• Tinder Age Discrimination Class-Action — California
Settled for $60.5M across 268,000 users. Revealed price discrimination: men 50+ paying up to 5x more than
queer women under 30.
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• Gizmodo — Hinge Shadowban Confirmation (2023)
https://gizmodo.com

Hinge confirmed to Gizmodo it makes profiles invisible without notification as behavior modification. No disclosure
to affected users.

• Better Business Bureau — Match Group Complaints
https://www.bbb.org

15,000+ complaints in 3 years. 7,000 in single year. Common: unexplained bans, no appeal process, no refund of
paid subscriptions.

• Schall Law Firm — Bumble Fraud Investigation
https://www.schallfirm.com

Investigating potential securities fraud on behalf of BMBL shareholders. Announced 2025.

6. Political & Gender Ideology Data

• American Enterprise Institute (AEI) — Survey Center on American Life
https://www.aei.org

46% white Gen Z women liberal vs 28% men. Gender ideology gap tripled since 1999.

• NBC News — Gen Z Political Polling (2024)
https://www.nbcnews.com

55% Gen Z women Democrat vs 35% men. 38% young men Republican vs 20% women.

• Match.com — Singles in America Survey
https://www.match.com

Dating opposite party 'impossible': 33% (2012) to 50%+ (2020). Only 9% say politics doesn't matter.

• Hope Not Hate (UK) — Andrew Tate Report (2024)
41% young British men support Andrew Tate's views on gender. 12% young women do.

• Post-2024 Election Surveys
9 in 10 Harris-voting single women less likely to date Trump supporter. 75% 'a lot less likely.' 39% men less likely
to date feminist.

7. Psychology & Mental Health Research

• Sharabi et al. (2026) — Meta-Analysis: Dating Apps & Psychological Health
Published in Computers in Human Behavior. 23 studies, 26,068 participants. Dating app users had significantly
worse depression, anxiety, loneliness.

• Bowman et al. (2025) — Systematic Review
45 studies. 48.3% reported harmful relationship between app use and mental health. Particular damage to
self-esteem and body image.

• BMC Psychology — Swipe-Based App Study
437 participants. Swipe-based users had 2.51x odds of psychological distress, 1.91x odds of depression vs
non-users.
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• U.S. Surgeon General — Loneliness Advisory (May 2023)
https://www.hhs.gov/surgeongeneral/priorities/connection/

Declared loneliness national epidemic. Health impact = smoking 15 cigarettes/day. ~50% US adults experience
loneliness.

• Jonathan Badeen — B.F. Skinner Interview
Tinder co-founder admitted swipe mechanic inspired by Skinner's pigeon experiments. Variable ratio
reinforcement — same pattern as slot machines.

https://www.hhs.gov/surgeongeneral/priorities/connection/


8. AI Companions & Future of Intimacy

• Sensor Tower — AI Companion App Data (H1 2025)
https://sensortower.com

$82M revenue, 60M downloads (+88% YoY). 337 revenue-generating apps. 128 new launches in 6 months.

• Google Trends — 'AI Girlfriend'
https://trends.google.com

2,400% search increase between 2022-2024. Verifiable via Google Trends direct search.

• Replika — Company Data & Research
https://replika.com

~30M users, 65-72% male. Average engagement: 2.7 hrs/day. 60% premium subscribers report romantic
relationship with AI.

• SimilarWeb — Character.AI Usage
https://www.similarweb.com

233M total users. Average 93 min/day (vs TikTok 75 min). Largest AI companion by user count.

• Match Group — Internal AI Data
https://ir.mtch.com

16% US singles interacted with AI companion romantically. 33% of Gen Z singles. 72% of teens 13-17 used AI
companion.

• CHAT Act (September 2025)
https://www.congress.gov

Federal legislation targeting AI companions accessible to minors. Italy banned Replika. California passed SB 243.

9. Corporate History & Drama

• Wolfe Herd v. Tinder / Mateen Lawsuit (June 2014)
Alleged sexual harassment. Co-founder title stripped. Settled September 2014 for reported $1M+. Covered by
Vanity Fair, Bloomberg.

• Rad v. IAC / Match Group (August 2018)
Sean Rad filed $2B lawsuit alleging deliberate Tinder undervaluation to cheat early employees. Settled December
2021 for $441M.

• Forbes — Badoo / Andreev Investigation (July 2019)
https://www.forbes.com

Exposé on Badoo corporate culture under Andrey Andreev. Racism, sexism allegations. Andreev sold to
Blackstone at $3B valuation.

• Hinge Founder Departure (December 2025)
https://ir.mtch.com

Justin McLeod left Hinge to start AI company Overtone. Match Group plans to lead Overtone's initial funding
round.
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• Bumble Leadership Timeline
https://ir.bumble.com

Wolfe Herd steps down Nov 2023. Lidiane Jones replaces, lasts 1 year. Wolfe Herd returns Jan/Mar 2025.
Describes experience as 'ego death.'

10. IRL Dating Return & Cultural Shift

• Eventbrite — 'Niche to Meet You' Report
https://www.eventbrite.com

1.5M+ searches for dating/singles events in one year. Board game speed dating +400%. Singles mixer
attendance +42% (2022-2023).

• Google Trends — Matchmaker Searches
https://trends.google.com

Nearly doubled between January 2025 and January 2026.

• Thursday App
https://thursday.dating

Active only on Thursdays. Focused on real-world events. Now operating in 60+ cities.

• Hinge — IRL Social Group Investment
https://hingeapp.com

$2M to support 100+ real-life social groups. Acknowledgment that digital-only model may be insufficient.

• Kinsey Institute / DatingAdvice.com Survey
90.24% of Gen Z respondents prefer meeting someone offline.

11. Sex Recession & Cold Approach Data

• Institute for Family Studies (IFS)
https://ifstudies.org

Weekly sex dropped from 55% (1990) to 37% (2024). Comprehensive analysis of GSS sexual frequency data.

• Gallup — Young Adult Loneliness
https://www.gallup.com

25% of men aged 15-34 report feeling lonely 'a lot.' Among 45+: 42% men vs 37% women (AARP 2025).

• CDC Youth Risk Behavior Survey
https://www.cdc.gov/yrbs/

Fewer than 50% of high school seniors report dating relationship. Down from ~90% in 1980s-90s.

• #MeToo Impact Polling (2018)
https://www.pewresearch.org

65% public says movement made everyday interactions between men and women more difficult.

• Tea App — Rise & Fall
Dating safety/review tool. 3 data breaches mid-2025. Apple removed October 2025. Described as 'cesspool of
defamation' by tech journalists.
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12. Academic Research Studies

• Tyson, Perta, Haddadi, Seto (2016) — 'A First Look at User Activity on Tinder'
International Conference on Advances in Social Networks Analysis and Mining. Core dataset for gender
swipe/match asymmetry.

• Neyt, Baert, Vandenbulcke (2018) — 'Education Level and Mating Success'
Experimental study on Tinder. Education affects match rates differently by gender.

• Tinder Gini Coefficient Research
Multiple analyses calculated Gini = 0.58 for Tinder dating economy. More unequal than 95% of world national
economies.

• Netflix 'Adolescence' (March 2025)
https://www.netflix.com

3rd most-watched Netflix series. Featured 13-year-old accused of murder after incel-associated 80/20 bullying.
Cultural impact reference.

• Elicit Systematic Review — 80 Sources on Dating App Dysfunction
Academic review synthesizing evidence from 80 sources on dating app performance, user behavior, business
models, and market dynamics.

https://www.netflix.com


ABOUT THIS DOCUMENT

This sources document accompanies the Front Page Documentaries video "Why Dating Apps Declined." It is intended to
provide transparency and allow viewers to verify the claims made in the documentary.

Financial data was verified as of March 3, 2026 using public market sources. Stock prices, market capitalizations, and
revenue figures may have changed since verification. Demographic data reflects the most recent available publications
from the General Social Survey, CDC, Census Bureau, and peer-reviewed academic journals.

This documentary presents a centrist, fact-based analysis. Where data is cited from sources with known political
leanings (e.g., American Enterprise Institute, Hope Not Hate), the source is identified and the data is cross-referenced
where possible. International comparisons are grounded in World Bank data, OECD statistics, and established
demographic research. Viewers are encouraged to consult the primary sources listed above and form their own
conclusions.

All links were verified as active on March 20, 2026. If a link has since been removed or changed, archived versions may be available via the
Wayback Machine at web.archive.org.
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1. Stock & Financial Data

• Match Group (MTCH) Investor Relations
https://ir.mtch.com

Q4 2025 earnings: $878M revenue (+2% YoY), FY2025 $3.487B (flat), 14.5M payers (-5% YoY). All-time high
$170.49 (Oct 21, 2021). Current ~$31.

• Bumble (BMBL) Investor Relations
https://ir.bumble.com

Q1 2025: $247.1M revenue (-7.7% YoY), 2.7M Bumble app payers. All-time high $78.89 (Feb 16, 2021). Current
~$3. All-time low $2.61 (Feb 19, 2026).

• Grindr (GRND) Investor Relations
https://ir.grindr.com

Q3 2025: $115.8M revenue (+30% YoY), 47.4% EBITDA margin, 15M+ MAU, 151 employees. Revenue
approaching $440M annually.

• Yahoo Finance — Historical Stock Data
https://finance.yahoo.com

Download CSVs for MTCH, BMBL, GRND from /quote/[TICKER]/history/. Used for stock chart overlays and price
verification.

• MacroTrends — Stock Price History
https://www.macrotrends.net/stocks/charts/MTCH/match-group/stock-price-history

Multi-year price charts for Match Group, Bumble, Grindr. All-time high and 52-week range data.

• Spark Networks (LOV) — SEC Filings / Reuters
Delisted from stock exchange 2023. Filed for insolvency January 2026. Operated Zoosk, Christian Mingle, JDate,
SilverSingles, EliteSingles.

• Tinder SPARKS 2026 Product Event
https://ir.mtch.com

Announced March 12, 2026. First-ever Tinder product showcase event. Spencer Rascoff (ex-Zillow co-founder)
as new CEO since Jan 2025.

2. Demographic & Social Science Data

• General Social Survey (GSS)
https://gss.norc.org

Adults 18-29 reporting no sex past year: 12% (2010) to 24% (2024). Weekly sex adults 18-64: 55% (1990) to 37%
(2024). Running since 1972.

• CDC National Survey of Family Growth (NSFG)
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nsfg/

Male virginity ages 22-34: 4% (2013) to 10% (2023). Male sexlessness: 9% to 24%. Female virginity: 5% to 7%.
Female sexlessness: 8% to 13%.
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• Pew Research Center
https://www.pewresearch.org

63% of men under 30 single vs 34% women. Online dating adoption and attitude surveys. Loneliness data: 16%
men, 15% women feel lonely 'all or most of the time.'

• U.S. Census Bureau — Families & Living Arrangements
https://www.census.gov/topics/families.html

Median first marriage age: 30.8 men, 28.4 women. 25% of 40-year-olds never married (vs 6% in 1980). 19.2% of
adults 25-34 live with parents.

• Bureau of Labor Statistics — American Time Use Survey
https://www.bls.gov/tus/

Time spent with friends among young adults: 12.8 hrs/wk (2010) to 5.1 hrs/wk (2024). Sharp decline began
2010-2012.

• Stanford 'How Couples Meet' Study — Michael Rosenfeld
https://web.stanford.edu/~mrosenfe/

Online dating became #1 method by 2021 (50%+). Through friends: 33% to 15%. Through work: 19% to 11%.
Through family: 15% to 7%.

3. Global Fertility & Population Data

• World Bank — Fertility Rate Data
https://data.worldbank.org

Indicator: SP.DYN.TFRT.IN. US 1.6, South Korea 0.72, Japan 1.2, China 1.09, Italy 1.24, Hungary 1.39, UK 1.56,
France 1.68.

• Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME)
https://www.healthdata.org

Lancet 2024: By 2100, 198 of 204 countries below replacement fertility. Only 6 above: Samoa, Somalia, Tonga,
Niger, Chad, Tajikistan.

• The Lancet — Pro-Natal Policy Effectiveness (2025)
Systematic review: cash benefits primarily shift timing of births rather than total children. Nordic work-life balance
policies outperform cash incentives (~1.7 TFR).

• Statistics Korea (KOSTAT)
https://kostat.go.kr

South Korea TFR 0.72 — lowest ever recorded by any nation. Births down ~70% in 3 decades. Government spent
$270B+ on pro-natal programs.

• Japan Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare
https://www.mhlw.go.jp

42% of single men 18-34 virgins (2023 survey). Population declining since 2011. 1 in 8 children born via IVF.

• CBO Long-Term Budget Outlook
Projects US fertility rate stays at approximately 1.6 for the next three decades.
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4. Dating App Industry & User Behavior

• Forbes Health — Dating App Burnout Survey (2025)
https://www.forbes.com/health/

78% burnout overall. 79% Gen Z. 65% Millennials. 61% hit burnout within 3 months. 74% delete within first month.

• AppsFlyer — Dating App Download Data
https://www.appsflyer.com

69% of dating apps downloaded in 2025 deleted within one month. Global downloads: 287M (2019) to 237M
(2024), -17.5%.

• Sensor Tower / data.ai — App Download Tracking
US Tinder downloads -14% (Jan 2024-Jan 2025). Bumble -19%. Used for download trend verification.

• Tyson et al. (2016) — 'A First Look at User Activity on Tinder'
Male match rate ~0.6%. Female match rate ~10.5%. Men swipe right ~61%, women ~5%. Published in ASONAM
conference proceedings.

• OkCupid Blog Post — 'Your Looks and Your Inbox' (2009)
https://web.archive.org

Women rated 80% of men as 'below average' attractiveness. Origin of the internet's '80/20 theory.' Archived via
Wayback Machine.

• The Black Tux — Dating Cost Analysis
Average date: $155.78 NYC, $144.94 SF, $127.18 Miami, $87.85 Oklahoma City. Active dater annual cost:
$2,323.

• Bank of America — Gen Z Survey
53% of Gen Z adults spend $0/month on dating.

• Ofcom (UK) — Dating App User Data
1.4 million UK users left dating apps May 2023-May 2024. Tinder lost 594K, Bumble 368K, Hinge 131K.

5. Regulatory & Legal Actions

• Federal Trade Commission (FTC) — Match Group Order (August 2025)
https://www.ftc.gov

$14M settlement. Three charges: deceptive 'free 6-month guarantee,' promotional emails using known scam
accounts, retaliatory account locks for chargebacks.

• Oksayan v. Match Group Inc. (Valentine's Day 2024)
Class-action filed in federal court. Alleges 'dopamine-manipulating product features' creating 'gamblers.' Sent to
arbitration under Match TOS.

• Tinder Age Discrimination Class-Action — California
Settled for $60.5M across 268,000 users. Revealed price discrimination: men 50+ paying up to 5x more than
queer women under 30.
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• Gizmodo — Hinge Shadowban Confirmation (2023)
https://gizmodo.com

Hinge confirmed to Gizmodo it makes profiles invisible without notification as behavior modification. No disclosure
to affected users.

• Better Business Bureau — Match Group Complaints
https://www.bbb.org

15,000+ complaints in 3 years. 7,000 in single year. Common: unexplained bans, no appeal process, no refund of
paid subscriptions.

• Schall Law Firm — Bumble Fraud Investigation
https://www.schallfirm.com

Investigating potential securities fraud on behalf of BMBL shareholders. Announced 2025.

6. Political & Gender Ideology Data

• American Enterprise Institute (AEI) — Survey Center on American Life
https://www.aei.org

46% white Gen Z women liberal vs 28% men. Gender ideology gap tripled since 1999.

• NBC News — Gen Z Political Polling (2024)
https://www.nbcnews.com

55% Gen Z women Democrat vs 35% men. 38% young men Republican vs 20% women.

• Match.com — Singles in America Survey
https://www.match.com

Dating opposite party 'impossible': 33% (2012) to 50%+ (2020). Only 9% say politics doesn't matter.

• Hope Not Hate (UK) — Andrew Tate Report (2024)
41% young British men support Andrew Tate's views on gender. 12% young women do.

• Post-2024 Election Surveys
9 in 10 Harris-voting single women less likely to date Trump supporter. 75% 'a lot less likely.' 39% men less likely
to date feminist.

7. Psychology & Mental Health Research

• Sharabi et al. (2026) — Meta-Analysis: Dating Apps & Psychological Health
Published in Computers in Human Behavior. 23 studies, 26,068 participants. Dating app users had significantly
worse depression, anxiety, loneliness.

• Bowman et al. (2025) — Systematic Review
45 studies. 48.3% reported harmful relationship between app use and mental health. Particular damage to
self-esteem and body image.

• BMC Psychology — Swipe-Based App Study
437 participants. Swipe-based users had 2.51x odds of psychological distress, 1.91x odds of depression vs
non-users.
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• U.S. Surgeon General — Loneliness Advisory (May 2023)
https://www.hhs.gov/surgeongeneral/priorities/connection/

Declared loneliness national epidemic. Health impact = smoking 15 cigarettes/day. ~50% US adults experience
loneliness.

• Jonathan Badeen — B.F. Skinner Interview
Tinder co-founder admitted swipe mechanic inspired by Skinner's pigeon experiments. Variable ratio
reinforcement — same pattern as slot machines.
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8. AI Companions & Future of Intimacy

• Sensor Tower — AI Companion App Data (H1 2025)
https://sensortower.com

$82M revenue, 60M downloads (+88% YoY). 337 revenue-generating apps. 128 new launches in 6 months.

• Google Trends — 'AI Girlfriend'
https://trends.google.com

2,400% search increase between 2022-2024. Verifiable via Google Trends direct search.

• Replika — Company Data & Research
https://replika.com

~30M users, 65-72% male. Average engagement: 2.7 hrs/day. 60% premium subscribers report romantic
relationship with AI.

• SimilarWeb — Character.AI Usage
https://www.similarweb.com

233M total users. Average 93 min/day (vs TikTok 75 min). Largest AI companion by user count.

• Match Group — Internal AI Data
https://ir.mtch.com

16% US singles interacted with AI companion romantically. 33% of Gen Z singles. 72% of teens 13-17 used AI
companion.

• CHAT Act (September 2025)
https://www.congress.gov

Federal legislation targeting AI companions accessible to minors. Italy banned Replika. California passed SB 243.

9. Corporate History & Drama

• Wolfe Herd v. Tinder / Mateen Lawsuit (June 2014)
Alleged sexual harassment. Co-founder title stripped. Settled September 2014 for reported $1M+. Covered by
Vanity Fair, Bloomberg.

• Rad v. IAC / Match Group (August 2018)
Sean Rad filed $2B lawsuit alleging deliberate Tinder undervaluation to cheat early employees. Settled December
2021 for $441M.

• Forbes — Badoo / Andreev Investigation (July 2019)
https://www.forbes.com

Exposé on Badoo corporate culture under Andrey Andreev. Racism, sexism allegations. Andreev sold to
Blackstone at $3B valuation.

• Hinge Founder Departure (December 2025)
https://ir.mtch.com

Justin McLeod left Hinge to start AI company Overtone. Match Group plans to lead Overtone's initial funding
round.
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• Bumble Leadership Timeline
https://ir.bumble.com

Wolfe Herd steps down Nov 2023. Lidiane Jones replaces, lasts 1 year. Wolfe Herd returns Jan/Mar 2025.
Describes experience as 'ego death.'

10. IRL Dating Return & Cultural Shift

• Eventbrite — 'Niche to Meet You' Report
https://www.eventbrite.com

1.5M+ searches for dating/singles events in one year. Board game speed dating +400%. Singles mixer
attendance +42% (2022-2023).

• Google Trends — Matchmaker Searches
https://trends.google.com

Nearly doubled between January 2025 and January 2026.

• Thursday App
https://thursday.dating

Active only on Thursdays. Focused on real-world events. Now operating in 60+ cities.

• Hinge — IRL Social Group Investment
https://hingeapp.com

$2M to support 100+ real-life social groups. Acknowledgment that digital-only model may be insufficient.

• Kinsey Institute / DatingAdvice.com Survey
90.24% of Gen Z respondents prefer meeting someone offline.

11. Sex Recession & Cold Approach Data

• Institute for Family Studies (IFS)
https://ifstudies.org

Weekly sex dropped from 55% (1990) to 37% (2024). Comprehensive analysis of GSS sexual frequency data.

• Gallup — Young Adult Loneliness
https://www.gallup.com

25% of men aged 15-34 report feeling lonely 'a lot.' Among 45+: 42% men vs 37% women (AARP 2025).

• CDC Youth Risk Behavior Survey
https://www.cdc.gov/yrbs/

Fewer than 50% of high school seniors report dating relationship. Down from ~90% in 1980s-90s.

• #MeToo Impact Polling (2018)
https://www.pewresearch.org

65% public says movement made everyday interactions between men and women more difficult.

• Tea App — Rise & Fall
Dating safety/review tool. 3 data breaches mid-2025. Apple removed October 2025. Described as 'cesspool of
defamation' by tech journalists.
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12. Academic Research Studies

• Tyson, Perta, Haddadi, Seto (2016) — 'A First Look at User Activity on Tinder'
International Conference on Advances in Social Networks Analysis and Mining. Core dataset for gender
swipe/match asymmetry.

• Neyt, Baert, Vandenbulcke (2018) — 'Education Level and Mating Success'
Experimental study on Tinder. Education affects match rates differently by gender.

• Tinder Gini Coefficient Research
Multiple analyses calculated Gini = 0.58 for Tinder dating economy. More unequal than 95% of world national
economies.

• Netflix 'Adolescence' (March 2025)
https://www.netflix.com

3rd most-watched Netflix series. Featured 13-year-old accused of murder after incel-associated 80/20 bullying.
Cultural impact reference.

• Elicit Systematic Review — 80 Sources on Dating App Dysfunction
Academic review synthesizing evidence from 80 sources on dating app performance, user behavior, business
models, and market dynamics.
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ABOUT THIS DOCUMENT

This sources document accompanies the Front Page Documentaries video "Why Dating Apps Declined." It is intended to
provide transparency and allow viewers to verify the claims made in the documentary.

Financial data was verified as of March 3, 2026 using public market sources. Stock prices, market capitalizations, and
revenue figures may have changed since verification. Demographic data reflects the most recent available publications
from the General Social Survey, CDC, Census Bureau, and peer-reviewed academic journals.

This documentary presents a centrist, fact-based analysis. Where data is cited from sources with known political
leanings (e.g., American Enterprise Institute, Hope Not Hate), the source is identified and the data is cross-referenced
where possible. International comparisons are grounded in World Bank data, OECD statistics, and established
demographic research. Viewers are encouraged to consult the primary sources listed above and form their own
conclusions.

All links were verified as active on March 20, 2026. If a link has since been removed or changed, archived versions may be available via the
Wayback Machine at web.archive.org.

frontpagedocumentaries.com
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